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Administration of William J. Clinton, 1993 / Oct. 7

Nomination for Director of the United States Arms Control and
Disarmament Agency
October 6, 1993

The President announced today that he in-
tends to nominate John D. Holum to be the
Director of the United States Arms Control and
Disarmament Agency.

‘‘My administration has placed the highest im-
portance on arms control and combating the
proliferation of weapons of mass destruction,’’
said the President. ‘‘A revitalized Arms Control
and Disarmament Agency will play an important
role in achieving new arms control agreements
and fighting weapons proliferation. I can think

of no finer and more dedicated person to lead
ACDA than John Holum, whom I have known
for 20 years and who has close working relation-
ships with many senior officials at the State and
Defense Departments, the NSC, and throughout
my administration. John will be a strong voice
for arms control and nonproliferation policies
within the councils of Government.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Nomination for a Special Counsel at the Department of Justice
October 6, 1993

The President announced today that he has
nominated Gerald Stern, an experienced cor-
porate attorney and former Justice Department
civil rights attorney, to be the Special Counsel
for Financial Institutions Fraud at the Depart-
ment of Justice.

‘‘To preserve our people’s trust in their finan-
cial institutions, it is imperative that we aggres-

sively enforce the laws governing them,’’ said
the President. ‘‘Gerald Stern has the business
experience and prosecutorial skill to make sure
that we do just that.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Remarks on Presenting Arts and Humanities Awards
October 7, 1993

Thank you very much. To our distinguished
honorees and all of you in the audience; I want
to say a special word of thanks to Jane Alexander
and to Dr. Sheldon Hackney for their leadership
of our administration’s efforts in the arts and
humanities.

As a person who at various times in his life
has been a frustrated writer and a frustrated
musician, this is an extremely humbling event
for me today. [Laughter] But I’ve been getting
a lot of training in humility lately. I have a
Vice President who humbles me all the time
by all the things he teaches me about things
great and insignificant and who unlike me actu-
ally got to go on David Letterman to prove

how funny he was. [Laughter] And I have a
wife who swept the television ratings last week
talking about the arcana of health care with a
passion and an eloquence. As if that weren’t
bad enough, USA Today had the bad grace to
go out and poll the American people, and 40
percent of them said she was smarter than I
am. [Laughter] To which I reply, ‘‘Of course,
what kind of dummy do you think I am? How
else would I have gotten elected President?’’

And just to drive this humility home—this
is the actual true part of this wonderful story—
I went to southern California last week, or the
first of this week, and I was looking forward
to staying in the Beverly Hilton. It seemed like
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